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The History of the CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability
Index (SVI)

= The Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act of 2006 cited public
health preparedness and response capabilities as critical needs for the
United States.

= The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) decided to build
agency capacity by addressing social vulnerability to disasters.

= The Geospatial Research, Analysis, and Services Program (GRASP) began
developing the SVI in 2007 and disseminated the first SVI database in
2011.
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The Purpose of the CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability
Index

= Social Vulnerability refers to the
demographic and socioeconomic
factors that adversely affect
communities that encounter hazards
and other community-level stressors.

= The SVI was developed as a place-
based index, database, and mapping
application designed to identify and
quantify communities experiencing
social vulnerability.
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The Methodology of the CDC/ATSDR Social
Vulnerability Index

Components of the Social Vulnerability Index

) | 1 Below 150% Poverty

= SVI uses Census Bureau data to measure the
relative social vulnerability of U.S.
communities

- 16 variables
- 4 themes
- 1 overall ranking
= SVI uses percentile ranks
- Scaleof 0 to 1

= All variables are weighted equally
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The Methodology of the CDC/ATSDR Social
Vulnerability Index (continued)

= SVI has been developed for:
- Census tracts and counties
= SVlis provided as:
- Nationwide and statewide comparisons

= SVI data available for Puerto Rico
and tribal tracts

- Provided as stand-alone databases
= SVI databases are available for:

- 2000, 2010, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2020,
and 2022
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The CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability Index is a
Complete Toolbox

SVITheme Geographic Comparison State Selection Geagraphic Unit Data Year

Overall VI Natonwide @] ' 2022

Overall SV Nationwide Comparison Map Features Map Transparency Search within: US.

B Table iMore
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85.0076 25026 0 12057 us 92 338 8965 673 649 182 2305 208 4497 387 2362
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28148 10173 0 aso1 60 3429 195 4128 593 139 107 695 180 1700 285 1025
768382 19726 o 10119 57 6649 222 6133 794 551 194 1383 218 1886 26 1973
05.8891 114324 0 572 19 44572 642 30323 2125 3769 560 9451 766 11787 887 11260
965606 33427 0 16985 70 13582 a8 9277 926 548 195 2932 368 4140 488 3045
535239 26035 0 16631 68 10836 476 6662 842 am 170 1968 347 3288 499 2858
928368 44147 0 19897 60 17140 358 1061 1211 1153 324 3169 482 5485 686 5145
134788 12755 o 710 a2 5330 255 3789 61 306 154 814 177 1603 20 17
123842 23866 0 12813 63 9323 439 8251 715 1075 254 2082 321 2908 394 2275
CEils 039621 13285 0 6832 33 5153 269 3685 684 305 156 863 19 1756 326 1108
601052 14952 0 6859 5835 194 4017 574 198 12 1068 219 1877 260 1791
78.9858 52238 o 23313 95 19951 457 12810 1011 1266 307 3903 a0 5158 49 5331
o > 929532 54957 o 26727 59 21797 s1a 12779 1162 979 250 5033 507 5590 627 373
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509089 10696 0 6615 48 4016 203 2478 538 109 64 696 207 1398 233 713
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T 347377 83345 0 38056 12 373 507 17853 1437 1866 375 6186 574 10302 855 9569
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e ] Ty b 70767 71430 0 31420 109 26365 479 2493 1437 L 340 5396 558 10615 209 9683
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28 1 Alabama AL 1053 Escambia 1053 Escambia  0.8924 945.4075 36775 0 16618 398 12931 629 12592 1052 1405 2751 361 5050 561 3987
29 1 Alabama AL 1055 Etowah 1055 Etowah Cc  0.7136 535.1052 102721 0 47805 111 38765 578 26737 1312 2601 369 8184 578 10591 768 11688
30 1 Alabama AL 1057 Fayette 1057 Fayette Cc  0.6432 627.6834 16406 0 8193 61 6805 m s 605 555 153 1504 261 1829 302 1316
3 1 Alabama AL 1059 Franklin 1059 FranklinC 0782 633.9199 31587 0 14082 a1 1017 380 10362 1161 662 194 1890 315 4493 498 3659
32 1 Alabama AL 1061 Geneva 1061 GenevaCc  0.6057 574.4844 26383 0 12901 39 10572 378 8849 985 405 122 2015 343 2399 467 3063
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The CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability Index
County Map Series

CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability Index 2022

DEKALB COUNTY, GEORGIA CDC/ATSDR SVI 2022 - DEKALB COUNTY, GEORGIA
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N€ Social vulnerability refers to a
community's capacity to prepare for
[ &G (| and respond to the stress of
hazardous events ranging from

natural disasters, such as tomadoes
AL or disease outbreaks, to human-
caused threats, such as toxic chemical

spills.  The CDC/ATSDR  Social
Vulnerability Index (CDC/ATSDR
SVI 2022)* County Map depicts the
social vulnerability of communities, at
FL census tract level, within a specified

Mies

county. CDC/ATSDR SVI 2022 groups
sixteen census-derived factors into
four themes that summarize the
extent to which the area is socially
vulnerable to disaster. The factors
include economic data as well as data
regarding  education, family
characteristics, housing, language
ability, ethnicity, and vehicle access.
Overall Social Vulnerability combines
all the variables to provide a
comprehensive assessment.
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The Utility of the CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability

Index
Planning for an Emergency:
= SVI has been used by federal, state, local, Strategies for Identifying and
and academic partners with: Engaging At-Risk Groups

A guidance document for Emergency Managers

- Natural hazards (e.g., hurricanes, flooding,
tornadoes, and wildfires)

- Hazard mitigation planning

- Pathogenic disease outbreaks (e.g., COVID-19
epidemiology, equitable placement of COVID-19
testing and vaccination centers)

- Non-disaster health outcomes (e.g., obesity,
injury morality, cancer, and physical inactivity)
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Summary of the CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability Index

= SVI measures 16 demographic and

socioeconomic factors R 5
A ans S

= SVIis measured for all U.S. census £ i % e

tracts and counties on a scale of 0 to 1 WSSO

« o - Vulnerabilit

= SVI was originally developed for use oo

within the disaster context «' =
= SVl is useful for assisting communities

o o o o o ¢ <D

in need during any public health crisis S
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Questions?

= SVI Website:
- svi.cdc.gov
= SVI Coordinator Email:
- svi_coordinator@cdc.gov
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CDC/ATSDR SVI SOCIAL VULNERABILITY INDEX

The findings and conclusions in this presentation have not been formally disseminated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry and should not be construed to represent any agency determination or policy.

\
- 4 place matters. ER@HA


https://svi.cdc.gov/
mailto:svi_coordinator@cdc.gov

