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Environmental Justice Federal Definition

“Environmental justice” means the just treatment and meaningful involvement of 
all people, regardless of income, race, color, national origin, Tribal affiliation, or 
disability, in agency decision-making and other Federal activities that affect human 
health and the environment so that people:
(i) are fully protected from disproportionate and adverse human health and 

environmental effects (including risks) and hazards, including those related to 
climate change, the cumulative impacts of environmental and other burdens, 
and the legacy of racism or other structural or systemic barriers; and

(ii) have equitable access to a healthy, sustainable, and resilient environment in 
which to live, play, work, learn, grow, worship, and engage in cultural and 
subsistence practices.

Executive Order 14096, “Revitalizing Our Nation’s Commitment to Environmental Justice for All,” 88 Fed. Reg. 
25251 (April 21, 2023). See https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08955/revitalizing-
our-nations-commitment-to-environmental-justice-for-all.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08955/revitalizing-our-nations-commitment-to-environmental-justice-for-all
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08955/revitalizing-our-nations-commitment-to-environmental-justice-for-all


Environmental Justice Index 2022
• First national, geographic-driven tool designed 

to measure the cumulative impacts of 
environmental burden through the lenses of 
human health and health equity

• Delivers a single, cumulative impacts score for 
each census tract in the U.S.

• Developed by CDC/ATSDR in partnership with 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Office of Environmental Justice

• Builds on existing environmental screening 
tools and methods

EJI scores for DeKalb County, GA.  
A high EJI score indicates that at 
least 75% of tracts in the U.S. 
experience less severe cumulative 
impacts than the tract in question.



EJI Model Methods
§ Unit of analysis – U.S. census tract
§ Percentile ranking methods:

• Peer-reviewed and tested
• Simple and effective
• Easy to communicate and adapt to meet stakeholder needs

§ EJI = SVM + EBM + HVM
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EJI Framework

*Ranking calculated by multiplying the sum of health vulnerability 
flags (n = 5) by 0.2 to produce a number between 0 - 1.



EJI Online

§ EJI landing page available at 
eji.cdc.gov 

§ EJI data is accessible through the 
National Environmental Public 
Health Tracking Program’s EJ 
Dashboard at 
https://ephtracking.cdc.gov/Appli
cations/ejdashboard/ 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/eji/index.html
https://ephtracking.cdc.gov/Applications/ejdashboard/
https://ephtracking.cdc.gov/Applications/ejdashboard/
















Select Limitations of the Environmental Justice Index

The EJI is not intended as:
§ A definitive tool for labeling environmental 

justice communities
§ A tool for characterizing all environmental 

justice issues
§ A comprehensive representation of current 

or future social, environmental, or health 
characteristics

§ A representation of risk or exposure for a 
community

§ A tool to tell whether individuals are at risk Photo Credit: Getty Images



Uses of the Environmental Justice Index
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EJI FrameworkThe EJI can be used to:
§ Identify and prioritize areas that may require special 

attention or additional action to improve health and 
health equity

§ Educate and inform the public about their community

§ Analyze the unique, local factors driving cumulative 
impacts on health to inform policy and decision-making

§ Establish meaningful goals and measure progress towards 
environmental justice and health equity



EJI and Community Engagement

Photo credit: Adam Sarvana

§ CDC/ATSDR, in partnership with HHS, is committed to 
engaging with communities, EJ advocates, public 
health partners, and academic subject matter experts 
as part of the development and improvement of this 
tool

§ CDC/ATSDR continues to host and participate in live 
demos, webinars, and provide other opportunities for 
partners and community members to provide 
structured feedback



Example of EJI Maps in Action
§ In November 2022, the U.S. Assistant 

Secretary for Health drafted a letter to the 
New York Metropolitan Transit Authority 
providing input on a planned tolling 
program that would increase truck traffic 
on the Cross Bronx Expressway.

§ The letter used EJI maps and data to 
highlight cumulative impacts and individual 
factors.

§ The letter provided actionable suggestions 
to address health equity concerns. 

§ The letter was received and carefully 
considered.

§ HHS was invited to stay involved with this 
plan, weighing in to promote health 
protective measures. *The information used to create this slide was provided 

by HHS and used with permission.



For more information, contact NCEH/ATSDR
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348           www.atsdr.cdc.gov          www.cdc.gov
Follow us on Twitter   @CDCEnvironment
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• Visit eji.cdc.gov for more information and to access technical 
documentation.

• Contact: eji_coordinator@cdc.gov
• EJI Explorer: https://onemap.cdc.gov/portal/apps/sites/#/eji-

explorer  

Thank you!

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/eji/index.html
mailto:eji_coordinator@cdc.gov
https://onemap.cdc.gov/portal/apps/sites/
https://onemap.cdc.gov/portal/apps/sites/

