
A Practical Guide to Engaging and Activating
Community Voices

ADVANCING EQUITY IN LAND
REUSE PLANNING AND
VISIONING:

WITH GROUNDWORK USA AND
THE CENTER FOR CREATIVE
LAND RECYCLING

LAUNCHING: 



National network of 20+
place-based organizations

Focus on transforming the
built environment through
community partnerships
and engagement

Building healthy, green,
just, and resilient
communities

Free Technical
Assistance: 
Land Reuse,

Environmental
Justice, 

and Equity

CCLR

EPA Technical Assistance
to Brownfields Provider

Focus on building
community capacity for
land reuse

Assistance with funding
identification +
procurement 

GROUNDWORK USA 



NONPROFIT BROWNFIELD
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

Nationwide technical assistance
program to support nonprofits

Free one-on-one technical assitance

Webinars and workshops designed for
nonprofits and community organizations

Resource Hub with best practices, case studies,
videos, and more for every stage of your project

Thank you to the EPA’s Office Of Brownfields and Land Revitalization for providing grant funding to support Groundwork USA’s
brownfields and equitable development technical assistance program.



URBAN WATERS LEARNING NETWORK

LEARNING SERIES – FROM SILOS TO SYNERGY:
INTEGRATING LAND AND WATER PROGRAMS
FOR HOLISTIC ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION

UWLN is a peer-to-peer network of people
and organizations working to conserve,
restore and revitalize America’s urban

waterways, supporting our members’ work
through tools, training, mentoring and

financial assistance. 

Land, air, and water systems are deeply
interconnected – and our approach to healing
past harms and creating a more just future
needs to be as well.

Silos to Synergy series,  is designed to help land
and water equity practitioners think beyond
traditional program silos 



TODAY’S AGENDA

Land Recycling1.
Equity in Land Reuse & Case
Study Discussion

2.

Introducing the Equity Guide3.
Q & A Discussion4.
Interactive Workshop on
Land Reuse First Steps

5.

Close6.



TODAY'S PRESENTERS

(she/they)
Sr Program Associate at
The Center for Creative

Land Recycling (CCLR)

Devyn
Rainwater

Genea Foster
(they/them)

Director of Climate
Resilence and Land Use at 

Groundwork USA

Jalisa Gilmore
(she/her)

Senior Manager of EJ
Programs at 

Groundwork USA

(he/him)
Chief Youth and

Workforce Officer at
Groundwork USA

Tanner Yess



THE EQUITY GUIDE TEAM:

(she/they)
Sr Program Associate at
The Center for Creative

Land Recycling (CCLR)

Devyn
Rainwater

Genea Foster
(they/them)

Director of Climate
Resilence and Land Use at 

Groundwork USA

Jalisa Gilmore
(she/her)

Senior Manager of EJ
Programs at 

Groundwork USA

(she/her)
Senior Programs Manager

at
The Center for Creative

Land Recycling (CCLR)

Claire Weston

(she/her)
Consultant at the Center  

Creative Land Recycling (CCLR)

Tamara Cardona-
Marek, PhD

Norman
Wright

(he/him)
Consultant at the Center
Creative Land Recycling

(CCLR)



WHAT IS LAND RECYCLING?

The redevelopment and reuse of
abandoned, contaminated and underutilized
land (brownfields). 

Brownfield:

A vacant/underutilized
property with

potential presence of
a hazardous

substance, pollutant,
or contaminant,

complicating reuse. 

Environmental Injustice:  Disproportionate
burden of brownfields in disadvantaged,
low-income communities. 

SF Bay Area, CA



YONKERS, NY

SAW MILL RIVER
DAYLIGHTING



FERROUS URBAN
WILD
LAWRENCE, MA
GROUNDWORK LAWRENCE



WHAT IS EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT?

“...an approach for meeting the needs of underserved
communities through policies and programs that reduce
disparities while fostering places that are healthy and
vibrant.” - EPA

What does
Environmental

Justice mean to
you?



Equitable development
promotes fairness and justice.

Cincinnati, OH
Groundwork Ohio River Valley

WHY DO EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT?

COMMUNITY BENEFIT



Equitable development is an
opportunity to advance

people-centered solutions
that meet multiple

community goals/needs. 

Lawrence, MA 
Groundwork Lawrence

WHY DO EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT?

COMMUNITY BENEFIT



Building local relationships
supports the success of future

projects in the neighborhood and
municipality.

Milwaukee, WI
Groundwork Milwaukee

WHY DO EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT?

COMMUNITY BENEFIT



CASE STUDY:
GROUNDWORK
OHIO RIVER VALLEY

What priorities and/or
needs did you identify with
your community? 

How did you design your
project to directly
address these issues?
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OUR MISSION
To define and promote equitable development practices and
principles within brownfield reuse planning and implementation,
which has tremendous potential to address health, social,
environmental, and economic inequalities. 



Reuse Planning and Visioning
to consider all analysis and
develop reuse plan

Establish a team and
engage stakeholders and
community experts.

Apply the Principles of Equitable Development
to each step in the Brownfields reuse process. 

Develop Inventory and
select property that
can meet community
needs.

Reuse Assessment and
Due Diligence to
identify and evaluate
features of a property

Implementation: Strategy, Cleanup,
Reuse. Make the plan a reality with
funding, cleanup, and reuse.

PHASES OF A 
BROWNFIELD PROJECT
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PRINCIPLES  OF EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT

 Share Leadership & Decision-Making
Power

1.

 Learn & Acknowledge History of Racial
and Social Injustices

2.

 Recognize & Value Local Knowledge3.
 Meet People Where They Are At4.
Build Intentional Partnerships5.

Oakland, CA



CASE STUDY:
GROUNDWORK
OHIO RIVER VALLEY

Which equitable principles
show up in your project?

Can you describe the
strategies you used to
include equity in your work?















ADVANCING EQUITY IN
LAND REUSE PLANNING
AND VISIONING

A Practical Guide to
Engaging and Activating
Community Voices



Understand the process Identify your strategy





QUESTIONS?



WORKSHOP



PHASE  1 OUTCOMES

Get to know the local community

context

 Identify key stakeholders to engage

in the planning process

Establish a resident-led project team

 Identify community priorities 



TAKING ACTION TO PROMOTE
EQUITY IN LAND REUSE

Source: Quality of Life Foundation



BREAK OUT GROUPS



WE ALL HAVE A ROLE IN BUILDING 
AN ENVIRONMENTALLY JUST FUTURE 



CONTACT
Genea Foster

genea@groundworkusa.org 
 (914) 230-0994 

Devyn Rainwater
devyn.rainwater@cclr.org

(925)864-2873

Newsletter:

groundworkusa.org 

Newsletter:
cclr.org

Schedule a
meeting with

CCLR!

Jalisa Gilmore
jalisa@groundworkusa.org 

https://groundworkusa.org/
https://groundworkusa.org/
https://cclr.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=fca125fffa293ae5b86bf6d25&id=b5ce7d869a

