


The Groundwork Network 
Groundworkusa.org



Equitable Land 
Revitalization Technical 
Assistance

Promoting equity and 
environmental justice in land reuse 

efforts within and outside of the 
Groundwork network

▪ Workshops & Trainings

▪ Direct Technical Assistance

▪ Visual Resource Library

Thank you to the EPA’s Office Of Brownfields and Land Revitalization for providing grant funding to support Groundwork USA’s brownfields and equitable development 
technical assistance program. 



We are already 
experiencing 

climate-changed 
induced extreme 
weather events



Brownfields & 
Environmental Justice

Brownfields

▪ Over 450,000 brownfields in 
communities throughout the US 

▪ Predominantly located in 
communities of color and 
low-income communities



Opportunity for 
Community 

Benefit & Climate 
Resilience!



Nature-Based 
Solutions

▪ Solutions to protect, manage, or restore ecosystems to 
address societal challenges, simultaneously providing 
benefits for people and the environment

▫ Green neighborhoods

▫ Cool spaces

▫ Improve air quality

▫ Mitigate flooding



Transforming Land 
and Communities!



Today’s Speakers

Jonathan Phillips, Executive Director
Groundwork Elizabeth

Todd Reynolds, Executive Director
Groundwork New Orleans





Vision To Reality Stormwater Park

Phase 1

Construction Start : 10/1/2021

Construction Finish: 1/30/2022



Vision To Reality Stormwater Park

Phase 2 

Construction Start : 3/1/23

Construction Finish: 8/1/2023

Trees - Native Plant Installation

October 2023 









Vision To Reality Stormwater Park

History: For more than a century, Claiborne Avenue served as a center of New Orleans’ Black economic and cultural 
life. As the main street in Tremé, one of the oldest African-American neighborhoods in the country, the tree-lined avenue 
hosted generations of family businesses and community gatherings. Then, in the late 1960s, everything changed. A federal 
infrastructure initiative leveled the large oak trees, azalea gardens, and more than 100 homes and businesses to make 
space for an elevated freeway to cut through the heart of the community. To add to the tragedy, the largely unwanted 
highway increased exposure in the surrounding communities to pollution, noise, and flooding.  

While debates about the future of the freeway have been reinvigorated by the passing of the latest infrastructure bill, 
Groundwork New Orleans and its network of community-based partners, including Healthy Community Services, aren’t 
waiting for change to happen – they’re making it happen. Working together, Groundwork New Orleans and Healthy 
Community Services, are taking the future into their own hands by putting shovels in the ground to address much-needed 
climate resilience challenges – including flooding and extreme heat –and creating beautiful outdoor spaces for the 
community to once again gather. At the top of their priority list is the 7th Ward Priority Project. 



Vision To Reality Stormwater Park

Future: Phase one of the work – the installation of green infrastructure – may have wrapped up in January 2022, but there is a bigger vision 

for this space and the broader transformation of Claiborne Ave. Ultimately the goal is to not just address the stormwater challenges, but creating 

active parks for gathering and recreation at this site and at other sites along the historic avenue. 

The next phase of work on this site will focus on activating the space through the installation of additional stormwater features, public seating to 
create gathering spaces, and additional fencing and signage to increase the sense of place and safety.  

While this won’t bring back the tree-lined Avenue in the short term, projects like the 7th Ward Priority Projects go a long way towards repairing 
the epic environment, social and health damage done to this community – one block at a time. 



Groundwork Elizabeth 

August  2, 2023 

Harnessing Nature Based Solutions for 

Climate Resilience and Brownfield 

Restoration in Elizabeth, N.J. 



• Imagine a world where everyone has a 

healthy place to live, work and play.  We 

do AND WE CAN!!! 

• Groundwork Elizabeth is dedicated to pursuing a future in       

which everyone’s neighborhood environment is green, healthy 

and resilient and lives are uplifted as a result. HOW? 

• We work on projects and programs that provide  a healthy 

physical environment and strive to mitigate environmental 

issues that affect those who often bear an unfair burden of  

Environmental INJUSTICE. 

OUR 

WORK IS 

LOCAL 



Where is Elizabeth, N.J.? 

The City of  Elizabeth, NY Metro Area 

 Population 135,000, Union County 572,000 



Demographics 



Demographics 

The long term issues of environmental injustice 

affect those most at risk and those that are in the 

weakest position to change their circumstances.  

• 64% of residents are Hispanic/Latino of  

    any race; 19% Black or African  American  

• significantly lower in high school graduation 

rates,  

• Significantly lower for residents with a 

bachelor degree, household income, and  

• home ownership rates 

Elizabeth is significantly higher than the state 

median in persons below poverty level, violent 

crime, and crimes per square mile.  



Redlining and Environmental 
Justice (HOLC) 

 



To HAVE A Healthy Community we 

need a Climate Safe Elizabeth and 

Environmental Justice  

WHAT CAN WE DO? 



 3 sample projects and programs to 

help advance EJ and promote a 

healthier environment 

• MicroForests for 

MacroSolutions  

• Phil Rizzuto 

Riverbank 

restoration project:  

• Engaging our 

community in the 

process: Next 

Generation of  

Community Leaders 



Environmental issue: FLOODING 



Environmental Issue: Heat Island 
Effect and Air Quality 

 



 

www.themegallery.

com 
Company Logo 

Planning and Commitment 



Planning occurs at the Groundwork Elizabeth 

MicroFarm and Environmental Center 

 



MicroForests offer a hands on 

way to control flooding,  fight 

heat islands, improve air quality 

Groundwork Elizabeth in partnership with GW USA, NJ Conservation 

Foundation and others  to build up to 6 MicroForests locally. 



First Microforest in Elizabeth,  

Union County, N.J.   



www.themegallery.

com 
Company Logo 

 



MicroForests 

for 

MacroSolutions 



 

www.themegallery.

com 
Company Logo 



www.themegallery.

com 
Company Logo 





Conservation and Restoration: Phil Rizzuto Park 



www.themegallery.

com 
Company Logo 





Just as we plant MicroForests, we 

Repair our urban waters 





To promote community support 

and EJ, we engage community 

through events and programs 

along urban waters 



Cleanups along riverbanks 



Great American 

Backyard Bird Count 



www.themegallery.

com 
Company Logo 



SUSTAINABILITY!! 

Youth participation, our next 

Generation 



Next Generation of  Community Leaders 



 

www.themegallery.

com 
Company Logo 



Mayor’s Youth 

Council and our 

GREEN TEAM 



Quick recap: 

 • Improve EJ 

communities with 

more trees, 

MicroForests  

• Restore and repair 

riverbanks, reduce 

flooding, enhance 

natural environment 

• Get community 

educated and 

motivated to 

continue the 

progress. 



QUESTIONS and contacts 

www.groundworkelizabeth.org 

jonathan@groundworkelizabeth.org 
 

http://www.groundworkelizabeth.org/
mailto:jonathan@groundworkelizabeth.org


Questions?



Presentation template 
by SlidesCarnival

Thank you!
You can reach us at:

Jalisa Gilmore
Senior Manager of Environmental 
Justice Programs
Jalisa@groundworkusa.org

John Valinch
Senior Manager of Equity & Resilience 
Programs
John@groundworkusa.org

Check out our:

Free Technical Assistance Offerings
https://groundworkusa.org/ta-services/

Brownfield Newsletter
https://groundworkusa.org/

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
mailto:Jalisa@groundworkusa.org
mailto:Lawrence@groundworkusa.org
https://groundworkusa.org/ta-services/
https://groundworkusa.org/

	Harnessing the Power of Nature-Based Solutions
	V2R Project (3) GW NOLA August2023
	GWUSA. PPT. Harnessing Nature Based Solutions for Climate Resilience and Brownfield Restoration.Aug.2023

